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¶ This week—from Palm Sunday until 
Pascha—is the high point of the Christian 
year.  We liturgically celebrate in a chrono-
logical manner the saving events of Our 
Lord’s Suffering, Death and Resurrection.  
Our church becomes the Upper Room, 
Calvary and the Tomb.  All those things 
done by Christ are re-presented—made pre-
sent again.  Needless to say, we only get 
this experience if we come to the divine 
services. 
     There is at least one service a day dur-
ing Holy Week.  The services of the three 
days at the end of Holy Week—Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Satur-
day—should not be missed. 
     In addition, our church will be open for 
visits to the Holy Tomb all day on Holy 
Saturday.  This is an old tradition, and we 
should take advantage of it by coming to 
quietly pray in preparation for Pascha.  
Don’t let this beautiful tradition fall by the 
wayside! 
 
¶ Fasting Reminders.  Holy Week, as the 
most solemn week on the Church’s calen-
dar, is observed as a week of fasting.  A 
minimum fast from meat and meat prod-

ucts is to be observed on Holy Monday, 
Holy Tuesday, Holy Wednesday and Holy 
Thursday; you are heartily encouraged to  
do more by keeping a strict fast all week.  
All are enjoined to strict fast from meat and 
dairy products on Good Friday and Holy 
Saturday, ending after Liturgy on Easter 
Sunday. 
 
¶ Perpetual Commemorations of the De-
parted will not be made during Holy 
Week and Bright Week, in order that our 
focus be fully on the saving events of our 
Lord’s Passion, Death and Glorious Resur-
rection.  All commemorations will be 
made at a Divine Liturgy on April 25. 
 
¶ Decorating Reminders:  We will be ar-
ranging the Tomb, Cross, and flower 
stands after services on Holy Thursday 
evening; decorating the Tomb on Good 
Friday at 10:00 AM; and decorating the 
church for Pascha after services on Holy 
Saturday morning, at 11:00 AM. 
 
¶ Camp Nazareth Family Day Raffle 
Tickets are available in the church office 
for a donation of $20. 
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CALENDAR OF SERVICES � EVENTS 
 

SUN  4/9/2017  PALM SUNDAY EVENING—START OF HOLY WEEK     

  6:00 PM  Vespers with the Local Clergy at St. George Serbian Orthodox Church 

 

MON 4/10/2017  GREAT MONDAY            

  5:30 PM  Holy Confession Available 

  6:00 PM  Presanctified Liturgy 

 

TUES 4/11/2017  GREAT TUESDAY            

  5:30 PM  Holy Confession Available (Last Scheduled Time for Confession!) 

  6:00 PM  Presanctified Liturgy 

 

WED 4/12/2017  GREAT WEDNESDAY           

  6:00 PM  Sacrament of Holy Anointing with the Local Clergy 

     at Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, 1007 Washington St, Farrell 

 

THURS 4/13/2017  GREAT THURSDAY—THE INSTITUTION OF THE EUCHARIST    

  9:00 AM  Vesperal-Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

  6:00 PM  Matins of Holy Friday with the Passion Gospels  

 

FRI  4/14/2017  GREAT FRIDAY—CRUCIFIXION, DEATH AND BURIAL OF CHRIST   

  9:00 AM  Royal Hours—Morning Prayer Service 

  6:00 PM  Great Vespers and Procession with the Holy Shroud 

 

SAT  4/15/2017  GREAT SATURDAY—AWAITING THE RESURRECTION     

  9:00 AM   Vesperal-Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 

     —Church Open All Day for Visits to the Holy Tomb— 

  6:45 PM  Prayers Before the Removal of the Shroud 

  7:00 PM  Removal of the Shroud, Outdoor Procession (Weather Permitting), 

     and Resurrection Matins Service 

     Blessing of Paschal Food Baskets in the Hall to Follow 

 

SUN  4/16/2017  PASCHA—THE GREAT DAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST   

  10:00 AM  Divine Liturgy 

     Children’s Easter Egg Hunt to Follow, Weather Permitting 

     (In the case of rain, the Egg Hunt will be held on Sunday, April 23.) 



 

 

THANK YOU! 

 
We express our thanks to all who helped with the following recent activities: 
 
• Our Lenten Mission and Dinner on April 1st 
• PTO Easter Raffle on April 2nd 
• Our Pancake “Communion Breakfast” on April 2nd 
• Pirohi Making on April 5th, 6th, and 7th 
• Palm and Willow Prep on April 8th 
 
We have had a busy few weeks in our parish, but we were able to do so much 
because of your hard work and dedication!  God bless you! 

This Holy Week and Pascha, Invite a Friend... 
 
This year, the Eastern and Western dates for Pascha coincide.  While we are all 
sad that we won’t get our usual sales on candy before Easter, we rejoice that all 
those who are called by the name of Christ will be celebrating the Resurrection on 
the same day. 
 
During these holy days, many Christians who either infrequently go to church or 
are lapsed find their way to church services.  Something in their hearts is pulling 
them to a church.  Whether it is nostalgia, guilt, or a small flicker of faith, they 
come.  At Saint John’s, we welcome all who reverently come to pray. 
 
If you have any friends or neighbors who are looking for a church to attend this 
week, invite them to attend with you.  Invite them to our Good Friday Vespers, 
where we remember the death and burial of Jesus.  Invite them to our Resurrec-
tion Matins, when we proclaim “Christ is risen” over and over again (and invite 
them to bring some foods for the basket blessing—or give them some of yours).   
Invite them to experience the presence of the Crucified and Risen Lord during 
Holy Week and Pascha at Saint John’s! 
 
 



 

 

Don’t Forget Your Easter Basket! 
 

If you think Easter baskets are just about chocolate and marshmallows, think again! 

 

Enclosed in this bulletin are two informational sheets about the custom of blessing 

Paschal foods, a practice of many in and from Eastern and Central Europe (Carpatho-

Rusyns, Russians, Ukrainians, Slovaks, Poles, Romanians) as well as elsewhere.  

These pamphlets include lists of the traditional Carpatho-Rusyn foods that many in our 

parish know and love. 

 

If you bring a basket faithfully every year—great!  Keep it up!  But if you stopped bring-

ing one (either because you can’t eat the foods anymore, or making those foods is too 

labor intensive), or if you have never brought one (because you didn’t grow up with this 

custom), please consider bringing one this year!  EVERYONE is invited to bring a basket 

of foods that are representative of those things which were given up during the Lenten 

fast.  You are not required to only bring the “traditional” foods—bring the food you will 

eat as your Easter feast! 

 

If you need a little guidance, bring something from each of these categories: 

 

� Bread: usually sweet.  (If you don’t bake, check your grocery store’s bakery, or use a “King’s Hawaiian” bread.) 

� Hardboiled Eggs: in the shells.  (These are symbols of Christ “breaking” out of the tomb.) 

� Dairy:  cheese, butter.  (You need something to put on that bread!) 

� Meat:  pork or lamb or chicken or turkey or beef or…  (The possibilities are endless.) 

� Other Foods:  chocolate, sweets, whatever! 

The most important thing is that you bring for God’s blessing the “first fruits” of your 

meal that will break the Fast after Pascha Liturgy.  This is a way of extending the 

feast—and God’s blessing—from the church into your home. 

 

If you’re still not sure, here are a couple anecdotes about some creative Easter foods: 

 

• In one parish, a man faithfully brings two chili dogs from Sheetz to be blessed on 

Pascha, because he gives up meat—and his favorite chili dogs—for Lent. 

 

• In one family, the wife couldn’t have ham or kolbasi anymore.  The solution?  A 

roasted turkey breast was added to the basket.  It is now a family tradition! 

 

Paschal Foods will be blessed in the fellowship hall after the 7:00 PM Resurrection Matins ser-

vice on Saturday, April 15th. 



 

 



 

 

Families, read this special invitation letter to Family Camp 

from our shepherd and father in Christ, Bishop Gregory: 



 

 

 
Eternal Lamp  ~ Sunday, April 9th 

In Loving Memory of Stephen Repasky by Katie Hartley & Mary Jane Repasky 
 

Bulletin Sponsor  ~ Sunday, April 9th 
Dorothy Pacinda, Bob and Michael Andras, In Loving Memory of  

George Pacinda on his Birthday 

 
BIRTHDAYS 

    

Apr. 9    Matthew Tofani 

 

Apr. 10    Anne Kudelko 

 

Apr. 12    Lisa Dias 

                    Mary Ann Stigliano 

 

Apr. 13    Patton Gilliland 

 

Apr. 14    Michael Obermiyer 

 

 

 

 

MEN TO HOLD  

CANDLES 
 
 

Sunday, April 16th 

John Cataloni 

Ed Chuba 

Jerry Chupak 

Chester Everett 

Ed Fabian 
 
 
 

March 2017 Special Fund Winners 
 

1
st

 *#012  not purchased               

2
nd

 Brad Baldwin, Floral City, FL #915 - $30 

3
rd

 Kathy Yonchak, Masury   #957 - $30 

4
th

 Sheri Skaggs, Warren, OH   #727 - $30 

5
th

 Sunday 

6
th

 Henry VanZanten, Transfer  #954 - $30 

7
th

 Nick Kupensky, Masury   #381 - $30 

8
th

 Nancy Ristvey, Hermitage  #917 - $30 

9
th

 Karsten Baker, Hermitage  #431 - $30 

10
th

 *#168 not purchased 

11
th

 Karsten Baker, Hermitage #314 - $50 

12
th

 Sunday 

13
th

 Sharon Kudelko, Transfer #197 - $30 

14
th

 John Miller, Hermitage #705 - $30 

15
th

  Mary Jane Repasky, Transfer #663 - $30 

16
th

 *#032 not purchased            

 

 

17
th

 Jennifer Jisko, Farrell #745 - $30 

18
th

 *#093 not purchased  

19
th

  Sunday  

20
th

 Stephen Polanchika, #680 - $30 

21
st
 Tony Moses, #288 - $30 

22
nd

 *#845 not purchased    

23
rd

 Nicholas A. Kraynok, #521 - $30 

24
th

 Ruth Ann Goral, Hermitage #794 - $30 

25
th

 Lois Fetsko, West Middlesex #523 - $50 

26
th

 Sunday      

27
th

 Janice Bobanick, Mercer #787 - $30 

28
th

 *#850 not purchased 

29
th

 Rita Ferringer, Hermitage, #459 - $30 

30
th

 *#999 not purchased 

31
st
 Jim Kukelko, New Wilmington #178 - $30 

 


